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They don’t have ‘‘much more pa-
tience’’. 

We need them to con-firm, firm, firm, 
firm, firm, firm. 

A person who will work, work, work, 
work, work, work. 

To ensure that we can FERC, FERC, 
FERC, FERC, FERC, FERC. 

Mr. Speaker, ‘‘What else I say? I am 
tryin’, babe.’’ 

f 

FENTANYL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. JOYCE) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, in recent years, we have seen 
the devastating toll of fentanyl and its 
analogs all across America. A drug 
that is cheap to manufacture and, un-
fortunately, incredibly potent, to the 
point that it is now the leading cause 
of death for Americans between the 
ages of 18 and 49; over three decades of 
life. 

Since July, the seizure of fentanyl at 
our southern border has averaged 2,200 
pounds a month, meaning that our Bor-
der Patrol agents are now confiscating 
more fentanyl in a single month than 
they did in the entirety of 2018. 

These are not just statistics in a gov-
ernment report. 

Last week, I spoke to the parents 
who had lost a son to an accidental 
overdose. A vibrant, intelligent college 
student who had a mixture of cocaine 
and fentanyl sold to him, and he lost 
his life. 
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As I speak today, the first respond-
ers, police officers, and coroners in 
Pennsylvania tell me stories about how 
potent these drugs have become and 
how a single dose of Narcan is often no 
longer enough medication to revive a 
person who is suffering from an over-
dose. 

These drugs are increasing in po-
tency and, unfortunately, in afford-
ability as drug cartels in Mexico have 
begun to manufacture and sell these 
drugs for the cost of a cup of coffee. 

The human cost of this epidemic has 
been staggering, and it is in our rural 
areas that constituents are suffering 
the most. 

We must recommit ourselves to the 
unfinished work of addressing this cri-
sis. We need to invest in our commu-
nities and give our police officers and 
medical professionals the tools that 
they need to save lives and protect our 
neighborhoods and communities. 

Unless we in Congress act, the 
fentanyl analogues that have become 
so deadly will become legal on Amer-
ican streets in just 3 days. The clock is 
ticking. 

Our constituents are counting on us 
to address this issue. They are count-
ing on us to permanently ban fentanyl 
analogues that have claimed thousands 
of American lives. 

We need to work together to address 
this issue and ban permanently the 

fentanyl analogues that have taken 
such a grave toll on all American com-
munities. 

f 

RECOGNIZING RAFAEL ‘‘RALPH’’ 
DUARTE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. RUIZ) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to celebrate a champion for our local 
veterans, Rafael ‘‘Ralph’’ Duarte, and 
to thank him for his years of service to 
our communities. 

Tomorrow, Ralph will transition 
after 10 years with the Riverside Coun-
ty Department of Veteran Services, 
where he has built a legacy as a fierce 
advocate, pillar of strength, and beacon 
of hope for Riverside County veterans. 

Ralph was born in Delano, California, 
and graduated from Coachella Valley 
High School. He is a decorated Army 
veteran, having served for 4 years in 
Iraq and Afghanistan with the 3rd 
Ranger Battalion, 75th Ranger Regi-
ment. 

After he returned home from the bat-
tlefield, he settled in Indio, California, 
and immediately got to work. 

He has helped thousands of veterans 
recover their earned benefits that were 
denied to them by local, State, and 
Federal agencies over the years. In 
fact, it is estimated that he has helped 
local veterans and their families obtain 
$55 million in monetary benefits. That 
is $55 million to get them the care they 
need, the salary they have earned, and 
the recognition they deserve. 

He truly goes above and beyond to 
serve others, even making home visits 
just to help elderly veterans fill out 
the necessary paperwork to get their 
VA benefits and care. 

Ralph has participated in hundreds of 
community events. From community 
forums with the VFW, to our county’s 
annual Veterans Expo, to my Veterans 
University, Ralph has always been 
there to greet veterans with a friendly 
smile, make them feel at home, and 
connect them with the resources they 
need. 

His compassion, professionalism, and 
hard work has changed the lives of 
countless veterans for the better. His 
dedication, leadership, and advocacy 
have made Riverside County an even 
more welcoming place to those who 
served. 

Ralph has always said that he is 
doing God’s work in caring for those 
who have served and sacrificed to pro-
tect our Nation, and I couldn’t agree 
more. Our local veterans have been 
truly blessed to have him fighting on 
their behalf. 

So I thank Ralph for all that he has 
done. On behalf of California’s 36th 
Congressional District, I wish Ralph, 
along with his wife, Rachel, and chil-
dren, Ralph, Abram, and James, the 
best of luck in their next adventure. 

HONORING TRIBAL CHAIRMAN RICHARD 
MILANOVICH 

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor a visionary leader and trail-

blazer, Tribal Chairman Richard 
Milanovich, who served the Agua 
Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians for 
nearly 30 years. 

Chairman Milanovich was a power-
house who came from humble begin-
nings. He grew up poor in Palm 
Springs, and his family survived on nu-
trition assistance. 

He went on to serve our Nation as an 
infantryman in the U.S. Army for 3 
years before returning to the Agua 
Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians res-
ervation. 

In 1984, he was elected as Tribal 
chairman, ushering in a new age of 
prosperity for the Tribe. His impact 
spread far and wide, and he is still re-
vered as a change-maker for Tribes 
throughout California and the entire 
Nation. 

We celebrate Chairman Milanovich’s 
memory and legacy by renaming the 
Palm Springs post office in his honor. 

HONORING MARINE CORPS CORPORAL HUNTER 
LOPEZ 

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Marine Corps Corporal Hunter 
Lopez, my constituent who was killed 
in action while serving our Nation at 
the Kabul airport on August 25, 2021. 

Yesterday, this body honored his leg-
acy by unanimously passing legislation 
to designate the La Quinta post office 
in his memory. 

Corporal Lopez was the embodiment 
of service. He lived his life with a larg-
er purpose in mind, a purpose of serv-
ing our country and contributing to 
something greater than himself. 

With the Marine Corps, he aided the 
largest airlift in human history, evacu-
ating over 120,000 of our fellow Ameri-
cans and allies. 

Corporal Lopez worked up until his 
last moment to save others. Now, his 
story is forever entwined with our Na-
tion’s, and it is my hope that with this 
legislation, future generations will 
come to know his legacy of remarkable 
service, compassion, and heroism. 

f 

OBSERVATIONS AND GRATITUDE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Washington (Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER) 
for 5 minutes. 

Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER. Mr. 
Speaker, it has been the honor of my 
life to serve in this distinguished body 
on behalf of the people of southwest 
Washington. 

As I look around this Chamber, I am 
flooded with memories, thinking about 
everything that has happened in this 
room, both good and bad, in the 12 
years since I first took my oath. 

I can remember driving my 1990s vin-
tage Ford Explorer across the country, 
with my husband of 3 months, in late 
December 2010 to get here in time for 
swearing in. I was ready to do my very 
best for my home region and Congress. 

Some things haven’t changed. I still 
have that Ford Explorer; my husband 
is every bit the rock now that he was 
then; and I have never compromised 
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what I came here to do, which is to 
serve my region and defend the Con-
stitution. 

Some things have changed. We have 
added a minivan to our fleet to trans-
port our three beautiful children, and I 
have gotten a chance to work with 
some amazing people. 

I will share a few observations but, 
first, some thanks. 

I thank my colleagues. In this body, 
I have gotten to work with some of the 
most accomplished, smartest people in 
the world, and I treasure your friend-
ship. 

My husband, Dan, deserves the lion’s 
share of my gratitude. The sacrifices 
that he has made, his wisdom and his 
love for me and our three children— 
Abigail, who is 9; Ethan, who is 6; and 
Isana, who is 3—have been an immeas-
urable blessing to our family. 

I had all three of my kids during my 
congressional tenure, if that gives you 
a little glimpse into the amazing man 
that my husband is. My parents and 
Dan’s parents have done more than I 
can possibly recount to support us. 

To southwest Washington, thank you 
for entrusting me six times with this 
awesome responsibility. To my team, 
many of whom have been with me all 12 
years—Afton, Casey, Pam, Jordan, and 
the rest—with your help, we did things 
that nobody else could have done. 

When I was first elected, healthcare 
reform was our Nation’s challenge. But 
if you know me, you know that ‘‘no’’ or 
‘‘never’’ are like a starter’s gun to me. 
We took the challenge on, and in 12 
years: We helped launch the first of its 
kind Maternity Care Caucus; we suc-
cessfully championed the ACE Kids 
Act, which broke the barrier for low-in-
come and high-needs kids; we helped 
drive maternal mortality review com-
mittees; we helped grandfather associa-
tion health plans for Washington resi-
dents; and we also worked our tails off 
for every single corner of our region. 

We found out that veterans had to 
drive for hours to get a blood draw or 
a flu shot, so we pushed, pulled, and 
prodded the VA until we got a regular 
mobile clinic out to serve those mili-
tary heroes. 

For those who make their living fish-
ing in our rivers, few achievements 
have given me more joy than passing 
landmark salmon preservation legisla-
tion. I still get stopped in the grocery 
store over that one. 

I took to this floor to successfully 
block some ideas and projects that 
were just plain bad for our region. 
Sometimes the region demands that 
you stand up and say stop, even if the 
momentum is going against you. 

On that note, as I depart, I would 
like to offer just a little bit of unsolic-
ited advice to my friends here in this 
Chamber. 

One way or another, every single one 
of us, or you, are going to leave office, 
as I am preparing to do now. When that 
happens, so many people are going to 
ask you what you are most proud of. 

You are going to think back with 
pride about all the times that you 

helped someone that you represent out 
of a really tough situation, or you will 
be proud that you stood strong for 
what you thought was right, or you 
will be proud of the laws that you 
passed to help make lives better for 
Americans. 

But let me tell you what you won’t 
think of: That time you tweeted some-
thing that got 10,000 likes; or that time 
that you thought of a really mean, 
clever thing to say about the other 
party or the other team; or those times 
you told part of the truth or maybe not 
all the truth and hoped that no one was 
going to ask you what you really 
meant. 

The people who elect us put their 
faith in us to represent them, and we 
owe them the truth. At times, espe-
cially in the heat of the moment, the 
truth is somewhat the last thing that 
people want to hear, especially if it 
doesn’t fit their narrative, but that 
doesn’t make it any less true. 

We don’t do Americans any favors if 
we deceive them or if we stand by 
quietly as they deceive themselves. 

Hard-core partisans on both sides 
will tell you that their party is blame-
less and that the other party is the 
only one that engages in deception. 
But the truth is, there are people in 
both parties who have made an indus-
try of it. 

I have faith in the American people 
to eventually put a stop to this, but we 
here in this body also have a responsi-
bility to truth. After all, it is the only 
thing that truly sets us free. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JASON GRAHAM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the dedica-
tion with which Jason Graham serves 
the First District of Georgia as direc-
tor of pharmacy for St. Joseph’s/Can-
dler Health System. 

He was recently selected to be the di-
rector of pharmacy, overseeing the 
day-to-day pharmaceutical needs of 
two anchor hospitals, dozens of other 
care locations, and thousands of pa-
tients. 

He has built a career over two dec-
ades with the St. Joseph’s/Candler 
Health System, starting in 2001 as a 
pharmacy technician. 

When he was getting his under-
graduate degree in biology, Jason 
worked with us at my pharmacy. His 
bright mind and desire to help others 
were quickly apparent to me. Since 
working for us, he has earned a mas-
ter’s degree in health services adminis-
tration and a doctor of pharmacy de-
gree. 

After beginning his career as a phar-
macy technician, he served as a clin-
ical pharmacist and as a pharmacy 
manager. 

He is an active member of the Amer-
ican Society of Health-System Phar-
macists and is the southeast regional 

director for the Georgia Society of 
Health-System Pharmacists. 

On top of all this, he oversees the 
training of medical and pharmacy 
school students, ensuring the next gen-
eration of medicine is in good hands. 

He lives in Savannah with his wife, 
Shannon, who also worked with us, 
twin sons Conner and Jackson, and his 
daughter Hayden. 

I am proud of the work that Jason 
has done on behalf of the entire First 
District. I thank him for his dedication 
to promoting the health of southeast 
Georgia. 
CONGRATULATING THE UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA 

SCHOOL OF LAW 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise today to congratulate the 
University of Georgia School of Law 
for being named the best value in legal 
education by The National Jurist mag-
azine. 

We need well-educated, ethical, and 
competent employees in all sectors, 
but especially law. As lawyers combat 
the challenges facing our legal system, 
the University of Georgia School of 
Law is helping answer that need by 
providing an exceptional legal edu-
cation at an affordable price. 

I am particularly impressed by UGA 
School of Law’s proactive efforts to 
keep it that way. Dean Bo Rutledge 
and his team have worked tirelessly to 
reduce the annual indebtedness for stu-
dents by over $5 million. In 2019, al-
most 40 percent of the juris doctor stu-
dent body did not borrow funds for 
their education. 

UGA School of Law continues to top 
national rankings in postgraduation 
employment, bar passage rates, and in-
come level postgrad. This success is a 
testament to the outstanding edu-
cation students receive at the Univer-
sity of Georgia for whatever degree 
they are pursuing. 

Congratulations again to UGA 
School of Law and Dean Bo Rutledge. I 
have no doubt that your graduates will 
continue to make a positive impact on 
our legal system and for the Georgia 
community. 

b 1030 

RECOGNIZING CHATHAM COUNTY POLICE 
DEPARTMENT 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the persist-
ence and the dedication of the Chat-
ham County Police Department along 
with Chief Jeff Hadley in investigating 
one of the toughest, most tragic cases 
I have ever heard of. 

The case surrounded the disappear-
ance of Quinton Simon, a 20-month-old 
boy who was reported missing from his 
home on the morning of October 5. The 
case surrounded the parents of 
Quinton, and immediately the Chat-
ham County Police Department 
launched a no-expense-spared search 
for the Savannah child with detectives 
regularly working 18 to 20 hours a day 
to find Quinton and bring him home. 

For weeks, the Chatham County Po-
lice Department, in tandem with the 
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